BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
gaging in a state of life which would probably keep me more
in Scotland, and prevent my seeing him so often as when I
was a single man; but I found he was at Brighthelmstone
with Mr and Mrs Thrale.
After his return to town, we met frequently, and I con-
tinued the practice of making notes of his conversation,
though not with so much assiduity as I wish I had done.
Such particulars of Johnson's conversation at this period as
I have committed to writing, I shall here introduce, without
any strict attention to methodical arrangement.
On the 3Oth of September we dined together at the Mitre.
I attempted to argue for the superior happiness of the savage
life, upon the usual fanciful topicks. JOHNSON. 'Sir, there
can be nothing more false. The savages have no bodily ad-
vantages beyond those of civilised men. They have not better
health; and as to care or mental uneasiness, they are not
above it, but below it, like bears. No, Sir; you are not to talk
such paradox: let me have no more on't It cannot enter-
tain, far less can it instruct. Lord Monboddo, one of your
Scotch Judges, talked a great deal of such nonsense. I suf-
fered him; but I will not suffer you.9 - Bos WELL. 'But,
Sir, does not Rousseau talk such nonsense?3 JOHNSON.
'True, Sir; but Rousseau knows he is talking nonsense, and
laughs at the world for staring at him.' Bos WELL. 'How so,
Sir?* JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, a man who talks nonsense so
well, must know that he is talking nonsense. But I am afraid,
(chuckling and laughing,) Monboddo does not know that
he is talking nonsense.'
Talking of a London life, he said, 'The happiness of Lon-
don is not to be conceived but by those who have been in it
I will venture to say, there is more learning and science
within the circumference of ten miles from where we now
sit, than in all the rest of the kingdom.5 Bos WELL. The
:>nly disadvantage is the great distance at which people live
from one another.' JOHNSON. Tes, Sir; but that is occa-
sioned by the largeness of it, which is the cause of all the
Dther advantages.' Bo SWELL. 'Sometimes I have been in the
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